
M39 South Yarra to St Kilda 
Water Main Renewal Project

Construction of original water main



Melbourne Water is planning to replace 
approximately three kilometres of a major 
water supply main between South Yarra 
and St Kilda. The existing water main  
is made of wrought iron joined together 
into pipe sections and was constructed in 
the 1890s, making it one of Melbourne’s 
oldest operational water mains. 

The M39 South Yarra to St Kilda water 
main renewal will secure water supply 
for around 97,000 homes and businesses 
in the inner south east suburbs from 
South Yarra to Port Melbourne, and  
will serve current and future demand 
requirements.

The Alignment 
The current water main runs under Punt Road and through to Barkly 
Street, just south of St Kilda Junction. As Punt Road is a key arterial 
road for the south east suburbs, Melbourne Water consulted with key 
stakeholders including VicRoads and local councils to determine an 
alignment for the new water main. 

The new water main alignment is located in nearby residential  
streets and has been chosen based on social, environmental and 
financial factors. 

The Works
What does the project involve? 

Melbourne Water will construct a new water main of approximately 
three kilometres in length, from Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra to 
Barkly Street, St Kilda, to replace the existing water main. 

The new water main will be located in residential streets, with one 
short section running in Fawkner Park and another 80-metre section 
in Punt Road.

The alignment of the new water main has been finalised. 

When will works commence?

We expect construction to start in the second half of 2014. 

How long will the works take?

We expect the works to take a year to complete. Activity will vary 
from peak to quiet times as construction occurs along the alignment. 

What will works involve?

To reduce impacts, we will stage works into smaller sections along 
the alignment. We will use various construction methods to minimise 
impacts to the environment, residents, traffic and public transport 
routes, and to accommodate the area of works and ground type. 

What are the work hours?

We plan to work between 7am and 6pm, Monday to Saturday and 
will comply with EPA’s Noise Control Guidelines. Some sections will 
require 24 hour shifts over a short duration to minimise prolonged 
impacts to the community. We will communicate extended work 
hours to you prior to their commencement. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What will happen to the old water main? 

It will remain in the ground. Once the new water main is built  
we will disconnect the old water main and make it safe to prevent 
ground collapse in the future. 

Will construction affect my water supply?

No. We do not expect any impact on water supply. We will be working 
closely with South East Water to plan works to ensure continuity  
of supply. 

What impact will the project have on local traffic? 

We are working with VicRoads, City of Melbourne, City of Stonnington 
and City of Port Phillip to develop a traffic management plan. We  
will endeavour to keep residents informed about changes to traffic 
conditions. We will listen to your feedback and concerns and aim  
to minimise traffic impacts as much as possible. 

What does this mean for me? 

We will work with our construction partner to minimise project 
impacts including dust, noise, vibration, traffic changes, a decrease  
of on-street car parking, and changes in public transport routes and 
stops. In some cases there will be no vehicle access to driveways  
for short durations. Property access will be maintained at all times. 

We are committed to minimising inconvenience and impact to local 
residents and the wider community, when possible, while balancing 
our responsibility to deliver these essential works.

Why do you have to be in Fawkner Park?

Melbourne Water investigated a number of alignment options for the 
project. A rigorous assessment process was undertaken to select an 
alignment that had the least impact based on social, environmental 
and financial factors. There are no streets in the vicinity of the final 
alignment that we could have used instead of Fawkner Park. Therefore, 
we need to construct a section of the new water main in the top 
north-west area of the park. 

We will need to remove some young trees to complete the works 
and will reinstate Fawkner Park once we complete the final connections 
to the new water main.

Will Fawkner Park be closed?

The community can still access the park however the construction area 
will be fenced off to keep the community and pets safe during works. 

We will work closely with the City of Melbourne and will consult the 
local primary schools to minimise any impacts as a result of the works. 

How long will you occupy Fawkner Park?

At this stage we estimate we will need to occupy the park for 
approximately six weeks to construct the water main. We may  
need to come back to the park for a short duration towards the later 
stages of the project, in order to complete the final connections  
to the new water main, before final park reinstatement works can  
be completed.

Do you have to remove trees?

Our priority is to avoid removing trees and vegetation and protect 
native, heritage or significant trees. 

We have aligned the water main and chosen construction methods, 
such as tunnelling where possible, that will protect as much 
vegetation as possible. However, due to the nature and scale of the 
works we do have to remove and prune some trees. We have taken  
all possible steps, in consultation with Council, to keep the number  
of trees impacted to a minimum.

We are developing plans in consultation with Council to reinstate  
the park when our work is finished. These plans will detail the type 
and quantity of trees and other vegetation to be planted.

Your feedback

Melbourne Water is committed to keeping the community informed 
about the project and will be seeking ongoing feedback from local 
residents to help us minimise any disruptions.

 

•	 Visit us at www.melbournewater.com.au/M39watermain
•	 Email us at M39watermain@melbournewater.com.au 
•	 Phone 1800 652 988

•	 Follow us on Facebook 
•	 Follow us on Twitter @MWSouthEast

For more Information

131 450


